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8 of am Liberty oy, 51 5 are all 
om one at Liberty to m and. think as plesfe. 
However, to fet all to Rights iat 
as near as] can, ‘I thall firft fet my felf e 
» Rights in the Judgments of thaſe, who he- 
pat’ ing feriovfly inclin’d, expe@ it from me's 
r and to this End, 1 ſhall give my ow 
2 the Thing in General, gnd ti 
Hay not only juftifie the Notice 1 have tu 
wf the Book in particular, but tend to 
tfomerighr in the Jddgments they ought 
Reputation to mike of Tech Thiogs for the ſuture —- 
“for it ;fome, This 1 do, that I neither may be thougbt 
awfel Thotghts 5 (or Eacourage any other) either to 
cule any forerunning Notices of — 
1 io | 


udamentro ‘the St 
that it def es great and 
I e Contradiging Opisions, I 


iw id)! 


judgment; in the World, or put too great 
: Tenne 0 ile 0 ot aikeuper’ 
Heads, or 0 Buthuſiaſtick Bold- 
neffes in this Uainfpit d, but pretending 


AN do this ferioufly, I thal fay but little fi 


to the Book itfelf-——~ I cannot fay lam 
res that I have faid fo much, not that 

have given juft Ground for it, but becauſe 
I fee fome People making an ill uſe of it. 

The confidering Reader of the Book, 
may evideutly ſee there are two Strains in 
it — one the Predi@or, who ventures. 
to fay Things of great Conſequence 
The otber the Writer ct Methodizer, for 
‘Publication, which ſeet 8, in aPreface par- 
ticularly, to cover or colour the Subſtance, 
with au Aig of Banter, Ridicule, and 1 
know aot what <a wen 4 Name for- 

merly Jeſted with in the Wotld; pretends 
tothe great Age of a Perfon who is really 0 
Body; talks of 4. fecond Sight, and much 
fuch kind of Stuff, perfectly wild aad 
wide from the main Deſigg. 

This was certainly done from fome of 
theſe Vie us; 1° A diffidence perhaps of 
the Things {pokes of Nor has it 
been.aftogether unuſual, that Men may 
have been prefi'd co fay what they durft not 
own they had a full Revelation of ; or 2. 
To cover the ferious part a little from the 
Bye of every Reader, that it might not 
ha ve ſo folemn anAfpect tif it went a great- 
er lengtir; or 3. To fuit the Fhing te the 
Joofe Humour of the Age, who fometimes 
muft have alight loofe Way taken with 
them, to Introduce more {crious Things 
to their Reading Or 4. Meerly to 
make the Book wulgar, and make the Pub- 
Ncatiun of it eafie to the Bookſcllers, or 
{ome ſuch mean Views, which J cannot Ace 
«count for. 

When I fir ſt look'd on this Book with a- 
ny Attention, indeed I could eaſily throw 
‘ay all the Froth and Levity, as above, and 
Town, Iread fome other Part of it with 
ſome ferioufnefs ——— Whether, J am cen- 
ſur'd or approv’d in it, is not much Mate- 
rial to the Cale ia Hand. 

But I now come to give my Thoughts ia 
the general, upon the Matter of the Phing 
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call d Human 
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itfelf, lumane Predi@tic 
the Book and its Author, wholl 
if no fuch Thing hadever been 
IT am none of cho 


cal Notions, 

aud fancy themfel 
Time 5 call ftro 
velation, and every 2 
impulſe of the Spirit; and this I meant, 
when I faid formerly that I am no Entbufia- 
tick, knowing at the fame Time, that che 
true and Original Meaning of the Word En- 
thufiefm, was Divine Inſpiration j and that, 
as a Lecter I have by me from aa Ingenicus 
Stranger hints very well, that the Learned 
Spencer (peaks, and yet not Prophanely, of 
the Euthuſiaſuss af Jefus Chrift———.But as 
lam Lap. in Modern Phrafe, J may be 
allow d to uſe Words in the Common Ac- 
ceptaion And indeed every Author 
ought always to be underftood fo, unleſs 
be explain himfcif otherwife ; but thimby the 
Way. 

But now as, Iſay, oa the one Hand, that 
1am tio EothufiaRiek in the Senfe abyue, fo 
I am not of the Opinion, that ail Premoni- 
tions of Things to come, are to be flight. 
ed and rejected; I am no Pretender to Pro- 
pbecy, nor Liſtner to every one that does 
fo, yet I cannot believe that all Prediction 
is. entirely to he Condemn’d —— fam no 
Dreamer of Dreams, and yet I dare uo: fay 
that aff Dreams axe to-be.entirely diſregard- 
ed, or abfolutely conclude, that no Man is 
now warned of God in 4 Dream, as has been 
formerly; and-I humbly pray all ſerions 
People that call themſelves Chriftians, and 
that have Charity to judge Impartial'y, and 
Judgment to diftinguith between Things 
idly Suggefted, aud Things Yerioufl, Deba- . 
ted to hear me with Calmnefs. | 

I ficmly believe, and have had ſuch con- 
vincieg Teftimonies of it, that I muft be 
a confirm’d Atheiſt if I did not — A Con- 
verſe of Spirits, I mean between thoſe un- 
imbodied, and thof:¢a0’d Soul, or incas’d 
ia Flefh—— Whether the firft Ad in their 
Pre-exiſtent State, or otherwife, I think 
(and am thankful for it) is as needlefs, as it 
is impofhble to know 5 but that fach a Con- 
verfe 
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0 ticles of our Lives 
. t tere are fuck Things, I think 


I need not go about to prove j; I never yet 


found the Man or Woman of any common 
“Fhought, but would witnefs to them 
And] believe they are, next to the Scrip- 


ture, fome of the beſt aud moſt undenia- 


ble Evidences of a Future Fxiffevce: it 


3 Exif 
would be endlefs to fill this Paper with the 


Teftimonies Learned and Pious Men of all 
Ages, have gen to this; I could add to 
them à Volume of my o Experiences, 


ſome of them fo ſtrange, as would ſhock yoor~ 


belief; tho' I could produce ſucb Proofs as 
‘would Conviace any Mm —— I have had, 
‘perhaps, a greater variety of Changes, At- 
cidents, and Difafters in wey: fhoreand un- 
happy Life, than any Man, at leaſt then 


moſt Aten alive; yet 1 had never any con- 


Gerable Miſchief or D‘fafter attending me, 
but fleeping or waking I ‘have had Notice 
of it before - haud, and had Lifted to thefe 
Notices, I believe might have fhuon'd che 
Evil—— Les to Man think this 4 Fe. 
I ferioufly acknowledge, and I do believe, 
my regle@s of theſe Notices have been my 
Great Injury, and ſince E hate ceafed to 
aegic@ them; I have been guided to avoid 
even Snares laid formy Lite, by ngotber 
Knowledge of them, than by ſuch Notices 
and. Warning: And more than that, 
have been guided by them to diſeorer even 
the. Fat and the Perfons. “fine 

{ acknowledge, that the vm Time, Per- 
fons, Circumftances, Se. of fuck Things, 
have been in this manner dict d to me 
— l have living Witnefs to produce, 
to whom I have told the Particularsin the 
very Moment, and who have been fo af- 


feted with them, as that they have te ſo d- 


me to avoid the Daaget, to retire, tokeep 
myfelf up, and the like — Whoſe Advice, 
if Thad not as wellas the Notice aforefaid, 
entirely negleéted, I believe, as I {aid a- 


the Prefcience, Omaiſcience, and 


ſo Material. a 
What profitable Iuſerentes tua 

from every Maas Sixperiesces ia theſe 
Things, I leave out here, 28 having: net 
Room for them ub J mean, as May 
confirm the Exiftene State of the Invisible 
World; tne certainty of Futurity, anda. 
bove all, the Goverument of Providduce, 
Goot- 
nefs, as well 26 Being of a God, “and the 
like; Thefe are Subje@stoo great for this 
Paper, but thofe that ean improve the Hint, 
wil, I hope, accept of it. 

But I being them down to my prefenc 
Caf:, thus If ſuch NOTICES, 
We. dy whatſoever Haad, or to whatfoever 
pur poſe are given us, in our perfonal, pri- 
vate, and pitticulat Cafes, as I believe no 
B ody will deny —— Why may dot the fame 
Providence and Power permit the Hike No- 
tices, call chem sate ty will, of be they 
giren by whatfoever Hand,’ to be given to 
fome Perfons is Matters Publick and Na- 


tional, 

Hiſt y v ful of thefe, and were I not et 
the Writing of this, abfent from Books, 
(being now Trarahisę, and at an Ian on 


the Road) I could bring a Numerous Roll 


vf · Quotations . But᷑ vy my Memory, I 
may referr yd uso dans F, the famont 
Mr. Wiſbart, the firft glorious Martyt for 
the Reformation in Scotland, burat in the 
Square of the Pallace or Cafile, at St. Axe 
drews ; the Arch-Bittopeoming out late his 
Bilcony, to feed his Eyes with the Sight of 
his Torments, and Iafultiog him at the Time 
of his Death Whet turuſig to the Biſbop 


‘he roid him from the Stake, That within a 


certain Time’ he ſnouli be Morcher’d in the 
fame Place, and his Naked Body be caſt o- 
ver hat very -Balcooy.in which he then 
ftool, into the Pavement, which ad ually 
and Litcerally cime to pafs as he had ſore· 
told This I referr for, co the Ht 
ſtory of that Time 


Me 
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Time, had Notice oſ the Reſoldtions takeh 


Cloth ftood by bim, wiping the Sweat off 
from his Face. : 

Me. Fobn Knox, Mr. Calvin, Mri Luther, 
and the Famous Barbanar, bad all of:them 
Eminent Pafleges of this kind; aad vet we 
do not call any ofchem Prophets or Enthu- 
ſiaſtick s.,. = 4 

I might mention here, the Notices given 
bg ſoch Hints to many Peopleis ‘of the De- 
firufion cf Fetuſalem-meation d by Foſe- 
phus:. The dike ot the Fire of-Lymdon pat · 
ticuarly forecold by Mr. Withers, then a Pri- 
ſdner in the Tower, fix or ten Near de fore it 

bappued, and many other.. 

I might-defcead to Dreams. But. I 
am very wary and cautions of this, decauſe 
of the oeder Rx treme, into which many, 
even geoll Reopleare apt tu tun We have 
in the Scr ipture ſevetal Iaſtaaces of bien 

being warn of God in 4 Dteanz Ia no 
more’ to it than thiꝰ We are vot: cald that 
God ba been pleas ade eu Fgα¶ing a 
Warniopeoo:Men in their Drebak, dor is 
that Sertteunetaken by. Expoftrorss iq a 
Senet ys jitiselto.firch a Notion as this, 
Job 33+ 15% 97 * 


Ia Bre inen wVifon of tbe Night, when 


deep Sleep fal h ah ,t in Aumbrings up- 
on she Bed., N : 
Theat be ccm. be Bars of Pten,\ and 
ſe dleth i delr Inflrudioms.. 


Thar be g wich Maw from bie pure 
pofe; andsbide Py iar oma. 


pos d to 
J la a 
ſturbouces jn his Dreams to be from God 
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THD ſtareſt ne with Dreams, and terri- 
feeſt me with Viftons, Job 7. 14. Fofeph’sand — 
Nebucbadve a/s Dreams ate wit hut Ob- 
jeGion in this Caſe And Paniels Words 
te the King of Babylon:are remarkable - 


Thy Ttoigbn, O King: came into thy Mind, 
spon thy Bode ete be hes Revesietb Secrets, 
. beth nn unte thee what ſball come 20 
pafs. Dan. 2. 29.—Agaia. Foſepb was warn d 
‘of God in 4 Dream, and the Angel of the 
Lord appeared to Foſepb in a Dream; Pilate’s 
Wife ſuffer'd many Things in a Dieam, be- 
eauſe of the Sentence going to be paſæd on 
our Lord; I might doo into Prophane Hi- 
ſtory, to the Drezm, for ſuch Eta ke it to be 
of Brutus at Philippi ʒ· the Dream of Cæſar 
Wife, and ma others. 
But J refrain this, purely on account; of 
thefe Poor diftémper’d People, who, rus- 
ning into the other Extreme, ate: always 
Dreaming and dl aterpteting And even 
‘Dream that they are Dreaming, till the 
d fofder their Heads, and the Heads of thofs 
about them, whofe Errors; however I Pity, 
pet I cannot from thence reje@ all the wara- 
“ings God is pleasd to give-us in the Viſi- 
onsiof the Night I with heartily] knew 
how far] ig tgocbetweeg the Ex Remet, 
rand tof-tyou a Rule t- walk by between 
ovet-much, atid téo little segacding of 
. Dreams, then I thoulé-fay-much mete thas 
A dare do nb, being afraid 1 ſhould be 
acceſſaty t ay af the frequent Millakes 
about this Matter. 


70 {ay-fomerbing of Predi@iew, fecond 
Sight, and Nvelation, in my noms on 
~ this Subjed, 
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